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Sample Lesson Plan 2 

(on drumlins and on Leaving Cert examination training) 

 

Context: This lesson incorporates Leaving Cert exam training and focused learning 

within a defined short period of time. It pertains to Chapter 12 of Changing World core 

textbook. 

 

Lesson duration: 40 minutes 

 

Learning outcomes: 

This lesson has a three-fold purpose: 

 To ensure that pupils are familiar with the characteristics and formation of drumlins 

 To ensure that pupils understand the precise requirements of a 30-mark Leaving 

Cert Higher Level exam question on the topic  

 To provide practice in writing and correcting an exam answer on the topic 

 

Teaching aids: 

 Changing World core textbook (pp 132–133) 

 Changing World core workbook (p. 64) 

 Changing World eBook (pp 132–133) 

 Projector, whiteboard, markers 

 ‘Homework and Instructions’ photocopied page for each pupil 

 

Suggested whiteboard layout as in Sample Lesson Plan 1. 
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 Teacher activities Pupil activities Timeline  

(in minutes) 

Beginning:  

 

 Write learning outcomes on 

the board  
 

 Explain that this lesson will 

include focused learning. It 

will also provide practical 

training on answering and 

correcting a Leaving Cert 

Higher Level exam question 

on the materials learned. 

Listen. Any questions? 

 

0–2 

 

Development 1: 

Examining L.C. 

marking 

schemes 

 

Teacher will lead pupils in the following shared activities: 

 Examine the ‘frequently asked L.C. Higher Level question’ 

on page 64 of workbook. (See Appendix 1) What 

precisely does the question demand? 
 

 Examine the marking scheme carefully. 
 

 Remind ourselves what an SRP is. 
 

 Be aware that pupils at Leaving Cert will have 13 minutes to 

answer such a 30-mark question. 
 

 Be aware that, later in this lesson, pupils will be expected to 

write a 13-minute ‘full mark’ answer for a 30-mark L.C. 

question on drumlins. 

2–7 

 

Development 2: 

Characteristics 

and formation of 

drumlins 

 Describe characteristics 

and locations of drumlins. 

Use key terms: oval-shaped 

hills, swarms, boulder clay, 

‘unstratified’, Clew Bay, 

Strangford Lough. 
 

 Use eBook to project 

diagrams of drumlins 

(Figure 9 page 132) on white 

board. Briefly discuss 

principal features of 

diagrams of drumlin. (See 

Appendix 2) 

Listen carefully. Any 

questions or contributions? 
 

Discuss/recall meanings of 

terms such as ‘swarm’, 

‘boulder clay’, ‘unstratified’. 
 

Find / point out locations of 

Clew Bay and Carlingford 

Lough on wall map of 

Ireland or on map on page 

362 of textbook  
 

Each pupil works quickly to 

draw a labelled copy of Fig 

9. Work time limited to 2 

minutes. Memorise 

carefully (in one minute) 

what you have drawn. 

7–24 
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 Teacher activities Pupil activities Timeline  

(in minutes) 

  Reveal how drumlins were 

formed (as on p. 132 of 

text). Project scheme of key 

words (Appendix 3) on 

board to help story unfold. 
 

 Remind pupils that they will 

be answering a L.C. 

question on this topic within 

a few minutes. Then invite 

selected pupils to read 

aloud the script on p. 132 

relating to drumlins. Invite 

pupils’ questions, 

contributions. 
 

 Allow pupils six minutes to 

learn the script. 

Listen carefully. Any 

questions or contributions? 
 

Recall meaning of following 

terms: glacial; Pleistocene; 

interglacial. 
 

Selected pupils read. 
 

Focused six-minute 

learning of script in 

preparation for answering 

L.C. exam question. 

 

 

Development 3: 

Answering a 

L.C. exam 

question 

 

Invite pupils to look briefly again 

at the question and working 

scheme on p. 64 of Workbook. 

(Appendix 1) Instruct pupils to 

choose drumlins as their subject 

and to write a (closed textbook) 

13-minute answer to this 

question. 
 

Supervise and ‘time’ the writing 

of answers in exam conditions. 

Re-examine p. 64 of 

Workbook very briefly 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Write the exam answer. The 

answer must satisfy the 

requirements of the marking 

scheme and must be 

completed in 13 minutes. 

24–38 

 

Conclusion: Distribute a copy of ‘homework 

and marking instructions’ 

page (Appendix 4) to each 

pupil. 
 

End class. 

 38–40 
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Sample Lesson 2: Author’s Note: 

 

The examination of official marking schemes and the 

self-correction of Leaving Cert examination questions 

are valuable aids to achieving the highest possible 

grades in Leaving Cert examinations. 
 

A useful variation of the self-correction prescribed in 

this lesson plan is for answer scripts to be randomly 

redistributed among pupils, so that each pupil corrects 

another’s script. While this approach uses a greater 

portion of lesson time, it facilitates very effective 

cooperative learning. 
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Lesson 2, Appendix 1 
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Lesson 2, Appendix 2 
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Lesson 2, Appendix 3 

 

 

 

How drumlins were formed 

 

 

1 Very cold ‘glacial’ 

Ice sheet advances 

Ice carries unsorted clay and boulders 

 

 

2 Warmer interglacial 

Ice front melts / retreats 

Unsorted material is deposited 

 

 

3 Another cold glacial 

Ice front advances again 

Ice ‘shapes’ deposits materials into drumlins 

 

 

4 Ice age ends 

Ice melts, sea levels rise 

Some drumlins are partially drowned to form islands 
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Lesson 2, Appendix 4 

 

Homework and Marking Instructions 

This evening’s Homework 

1. Revise in your textbook what you learned today about drumlins. 

2. Use the marking scheme in page 64 of your workbook to self-correct/mark 

the exam answer that you wrote in today’s lesson. (See ‘Marking scheme 

and marking tips’) 

3. Take careful note of any weaknesses in your answer. If your answer is 

not to your full satisfaction, write the ‘test’ again (in 13 minutes and with 

books closed). Mark your rewritten test. Did you score full marks this 

time? If not, why not? 

4. Write answer to the questions related to the OS map extracts and aerial 

photograph on Figures 10 and 11, page 133 of textbook. 

 

 

 
MARKING SCHEME AND MARKING TIPS 

 
The question 
With the aid of a labeled diagram or diagrams examine the processes that 
have led to the formation of any one landform. 30 marks 
 
Marking scheme and marking tips 

 Landform identified (‘drumlin/drumlins’) = 2 marks 

 One process named (‘glacial deposition’) = 2 marks 

 One Irish example (location) = 2 marks 

 Labelled diagram(s) = 6 marks graded 1 to 6 = 6 marks 
 
Tip: It is probably better to use the two simple diagrams learned today. To qualify for six marks, 
diagram(s) should be clear and should contain at least six correctly labelled features. 
 

 Examination/development: 9 SRPs @ 2 marks each  = 18 marks 
 
Tips: 

 This is the main part of the answer. 

 Note the question is on ‘processes’ (on how drumlins were formed). Only 
SRPs related to such processes qualify for marks in the examination/ 
development. 

 It is best, where possible, to slightly exceed the number of SRPs required. 
You may then mark your best nine SRPs. 

 
Total =30 marks 
 


